
NIOD en KITLV nodigen u uit voor de boekpresentatie van 
NIOD and KITLV invite you for the book launch of 

 

Freek Colombijn 
 

Under construction 
 The politics of urban space and housing during the decolonization of Indonesia, 1930-1960 

 
Nederlands is de voertaal / The proceedings will be in Dutch 

 
KITLV Press. Leiden, 2010 | Verhandelingen 246 | xvi + 480 pp. | Paperback: maps, illustr. 

ISBN 978 90 6178 291 1 | Price: € 34,90 
 
Datum / date: dinsdag 31 augustus / Tuesday, 31 August 
Plaats / venue: NIOD, Herengracht 380, 1016 CJ Amsterdam. 020-5233800. info@niod.nl  
Bereikbaarheid / location details: www.niod.knaw.nl  
 
Programma / program: 
15.30 Welkomstwoord, Peter Keppy 
15.35 Introductie van Under construction door Freek Colombijn 
15.45 Documentaire Toch nog geboft 
16.05 De huisvestingscrisis van 1945-1955 door Freek Colombijn 
16.25 Aanbieden van het eerste exemplaar door Els Bogaerts 
16.30 Borrel / drinks 
 
Aanmelden verplicht vóór 25 augustus / registration required before August 25th: J.de.Bart@niod.knaw.nl  
 

Colombijn beschrijft in deze monografie voor het eerst de sociale 
veranderingen in Indonesische steden, met name tijdens de dekoloni-
satie.  
 
Colombijn examines the social changes in Indonesian cities during the 
process of decolonization. That process had  major repercussions for 
urban society. These social changes are studied from the angle of ur-
ban space in general, and the provision of housing in particular. This 
provides fresh insight into how people experienced decolonization.  
The author challenges the idea that a shift from ethnic to class differ-
ences was the overriding social change during decolonization. He 
argues instead that class differences already had formed the predomi-
nant dividing lines in colonial urban society. Colombijn also focuses 
on the shifting balance of power between the main agents in the urban 
arena.  
Through the use of hitherto unused historical sources, the book pre-
sents a wealth of new data about the Indonesian city and the decoloni-
zation process. 
 
Het boek komt voort uit het NIOD-onderzoeksprogramma Van Indië 
tot Indonesië 
The book is an outcome of the NIOD-research programme Indonesia 
across orders 


