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This paper discusses the emergence of Chinese Muslim cultural identities in post-New  
Order Indonesia. Recently, Chinese Muslim cultures in Indonesia found expressions in  
symbols (e.g. in Chinese-style mosques), in organisations (e.g. the Indonesian Chinese  

Muslim Association), in popular media (e.g. Chinese preachers), and in rituals (e.g. in the 
celebration of the Chinese New Year). Chinese Muslim leaders also promote their unique 

identities through rearticulation of their histories and cultivation of ties to Muslims in  
China. By examining the activities in Chinese-style mosques, the speeches of Chinese  

preachers and the debates of Chinese New Year celebrations, this presentation investigates 
the possibilities and limitations of Islamic cosmopolitanism in contemporary Indonesia. 
WaiWeng Hew argues that Chinese Muslim cultures diversify the cultural expression of  

Islam and promote the universality of Islam, but do not necessarily pluralise Islamic  
discourses.  

 
WaiWeng Hew recently graduated from the Australian National University, where he  

finished his PhD thesis about Chinese Muslim identities in contemporary Indonesia. He is 
currently a postdoctoral fellow at the International Institute for Asian Studies, Leiden, and 

working on a research entitled, ‘Translocal and Cosmopolitan Islam: Chinese-style Mosques 
in Malaysia and Indonesia’. 

Date: Thursday 16 February 2012 

Time: 15.30 h – 17.00 h 

Venue: KITLV, Room 138, Reuvensplaats 2, 2311 BE, Leiden 

If you wish to attend please register with Yayah Siegers:  

kitlv@kitlv.nl / 071-527 2295 

More seminars: www.kitlv.nl 

The Leiden Southeast Asia Seminar is a cooperation of the KITLV, IIAS, VVI , the Programme in South and 
Southeast Asian Languages and Cultures and the Department of Cultural Anthropology & Development  

Sociology, Leiden University. 
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Join KITLV or KITLV-Jakarta on facebook. 
If you want to stay up-to-date with all events and activities of both the Leiden and the Jakarta branches of 

KITLV, you can now do so by visiting our two Facebook pages. 
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