
 
Dutch Port, Spanish Hinterland:  

How Colonial Networks Challenged Imperial Boundaries 
in the Early Modern Caribbean 

 
by Linda M. Rupert 

During the time that the island of Curaçao was an Atlantic hub of the second Dutch West India Com-
pany (1675-1791) island residents forged especially close contact with the nearby northern coast of 
Spanish America. While such ties enhanced Dutch commercial networks they also went well beyond 
trade to include a variety of socio-cultural exchanges between denizens across the socio-economic 
spectrum. Rupert argues that such trans-colonial connections require us to rethink historiographic 
notions of imperial jurisdiction in the early modern Caribbean. 
 
 
Linda M. Rupert is Assistant Professor (Caribbean and Atlantic World) at the University of North Ca-
rolina Greensboro. She was a Fulbright Fellow at KITLV in fall 2009 and is currently a Fellow at the 
Scaliger Institute. 

 

Date: Thursday 18 March 2010 

Time: 16.00 – 17.30 h 

Venue: KITLV, Room 138, Reuvensplaats 2, 2311 BE, Leiden 

Information: Yayah Siegers (kitlv@kitlv.nl / 071-527 2295) 
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