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 This class 

 
  What is cultural heritage?   

  What is slavery heritage?  

  Breaking the silence 

   

  Commemorating 2003/4 

  Social context Curaçao and Suriname 

  Who visits presentations of slavery? 

 

  Commemorating 2013/14 – commemorating today 

 

  Conclusions 

 

 

 

 



     What is cultural heritage? 

  

 Selective use of the past in the present 

 Groups, ideologies and nationalism 

 Heroes and losers vs perpetrators and victims 

 



     What is cultural heritage of the slavery past? 



     What is cultural heritage of the slavery past? 



     What is cultural heritage of the slavery past? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     What is cultural heritage of the slavery past? 



     What is cultural heritage of the slavery past? 



  

 Black Atlantic: heritage institutions, in the environment, at home 

 Tangible and intangible heritage 

 Primary and secundary heritage 

 Enslaved, enslavers, Marroons, indentured workers 

 

     What is cultural heritage of the slavery past? 



     Breaking the silence 

  

 Museum policy   

 UNESCO 

 Globalisation and technology 

 Commemoration policy and national heritage 

 



  

 Global - local interaction 

 Etnic and socio-economic relations 

 Postcolonial status 

 Tourism and economy  

 Contested heritage or shared heritage 

 

     Breaking the silence 



     Case: The Legacy of Slavery 

  

 Wereldmuseum Rotterdam     2003/4 

 Curaçao      2006 

 Suriname      2007 

 



  

 Themes: slavery, resistance, emancipation, socio-economic legacy 

 Re-interpretation of tangible heritage 

 State of the art presentation techniques 

 Modern art 

 

     Case: The Legacy of Slavery 



    Slave market 

    Descendants enslaved and enslavers 

    Kingdom of the Netherlands 

    Tourism 

     Social context Curaçao 



    Plantation based economy 

    Descendants enslaved, enslavers,                                                                                         

Marroons, indentured workers 

    Independent 

    Diverse economy 

     Social context Suriname 



 1863  National slavery commemoration  2001 

 1875  First national heritage collection  1947  

 1963  Slavery monument   1998 

     Social context   Suriname     Curaçao 



     Social context Curaçao 

  

 Tourism since 1950’s 

 220.000 visitors 

 Sun, sea, shopping and folklore 

 Since 1998 addition slavery theme 

 



     Social context Suriname 

  

 Tourism since 1990’s 

 70.000 visitors  

 Visiting Friends & Relatives, eco tourism 

 Slavery implicit theme in cultural experience and along rivers 

  



     The Legacy of Slavery on Curaçao 

  

 Specific target group 

 Customized organization   

 Location relevant and familiar for non-museum visitors 

 



     The Legacy of Slavery in Suriname 

  

 Regular museum visitors 

 Standard organization    

 Standard location  

 



     Who visits slavery presentations? 

  

 Legacy Curaçao  Legacy Suriname Kura Hulanda 

 12.000   8.600   18.000 

 65% Afro-Curaçaoan Schools and tourists 96% tourists 

 Rage and grief  Appreciation and pain Horror and shame 

 



  Commemoration 2013/14 



     Today: Is slavery heritage more part of national heritage than it was in 2002? 



  

 Global - local interaction 

 Etnic and socio-economic relations 

 Postcolonial status 

 Tourism and economy  

 Contested heritage or shared heritage 

 


