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Vagabond guerrillas & vigilantes

Central Java in the 1950s

The 1950-1957s period marked Indonesia’s
first democratic period. The dust of the
National Revolution had, however, far
from settled. Subversive groups, many
with a criminal outlook, roamed Java's and
Sumatra’s countryside continuing the
revolution.

Peter Keppy's study of vigilantism and its
transformation in Central Java illustrates that a
paradoxical situation evolved. While attempting to
create a just and democratic society, to consolidate
the state and restore security, the state relied on
forms of popular justice with roots in the colonial
period. Significantly, building on existing vigilante
practices a civil-military coalition introduced a
postcolonial novelty: a volunteer civil militia system
to fight petty criminals and rebels.
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