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Biographies of the discussants and key note speakers 

 
Adriaan Bedner is associate professor at the Van Vollenhoven Institute for Law, Governance 
and Development (Leiden Law School, Leiden University) and the KITLV professor (by 
special appointment) of Law and Society in Indonesia. His research has a particular focus on 
access to justice, dispute resolution and the judiciary. 
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/adriaan-bedner 
 
Aferi Syamsidar Fudail is the Director Planning and Village Administration, the Directorate 
General of Village Administration, Ministry of Home Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia. 
He was born in Maros, South Sulawesi in 1967. He holds a masters degree in Public 
Administration from the Gajah Mada University (1998). 
 
Ben White is emeritus professor of rural sociology at the International Institute of Social 
Studies, the Hague. He has worked extensively on rural development in west Java, as well as 
the political economy of land grabbing. His recent publications include Governing Global 
Land Deals (Wiley Blackwell 2013) and Agrarian Reform in Comparative Perspective 
(Brighten Press 2009). 
 
David Kloos is a postdoctoral researcher at KITLV specializing in the history and 
anthropology of Islam in Southeast Asia. His main research project, titled ‘Seeing is 
believing: Female Islamic leadership and visual rhetoric in Southeast Asia’ explores the ways 
in which female Islamic authorities in Malaysia and Indonesia make use of visual images to 
communicate with their audience. http://www.kitlv.nl/researchers-kloos/ 
 
Gerry van Klinken is senior researcher at the KITLV, and professor of Southeast Asian 
history at the University of Amsterdam. He coordinates the multi-disciplinary research project 
Elite Network Shifts. This investigates historical regime changes in Indonesia by means of 
computational network analysis of electronic newspaper archives. 
http://www.kitlv.nl/researchers-klinken/ 
 
Henk Schulte Nordholt is Head of Research at KITLV and KITLV professor of Indonesian 
History at Leiden University. His main fields of research include Southeast Asian history, 
contemporary politics in Indonesia, political violence, and the anthropology of colonialism. 
He has a special interest in Balinese studies. 
 
Keebet von Benda-Beckmann is an associate of the Department of Law & Anthropology at 
the Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology in Halle/Saale, Germany, and was formerly 
head of the ‘Project Group Legal Pluralism’ (2000-2012) at the same institute. Since 2003 she 
has been an Honorary Professor of Legal Anthropology at the University of Leipzig. She has 
carried out research in West Sumatra and on Ambon and among Moluccan women in the 



Netherlands. Together with Franz von Benda-Beckmann she wrote Political and Legal 
Transformations of an Indonesian Polity (Cambridge, 2013). 
 
Olle Törnquist is Professor  of Politics and Development at the University of Oslo (	
http://folk.uio.no/ollet/) . 	Recent books Assessing Dynamics of Democratisation and 
Democratisation in the Global South (Palgrave 2013);  Reclaiming the State: Overcoming 
Problems of Democracy in Post-Soeharto Indonesia (PolGov & PCD 2015); Reinventing 
Social Democratic Development: Insights from Indian and Scandinavian Comparisons (NIAS 
Press Sept. 2016). 
 
Rebakah Daro Minarchek is the Associate Director of the American Institute for Indonesian 
Studies (AIFIS). She is also currently a PhD candidate in the Department of Development 
Sociology at Cornell University. Her present research (2013-2015) focuses on the impact of 
land and tenure rights for forest dependent communities in rural Indonesia with an expected 
completion of May 2017.  
 
 
The biographies of discussants who also present a paper can be found in the list of author 
biographies.  


